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THE VISION 
 

It is unfortunate we have too often grown accustomed to referring to lifeless buildings as “churches.”  

Tragically, some “churches” really are as dead as brick and mortar, but I rejoice to say this is not true of 

Richland!   

 

Churches are made of “living stones” built into a spiritual house, with Jesus Christ Himself being the 

Cornerstone (1 Peter 2:4-6).  The old term for church buildings, “meetinghouses,” was well-chosen and 

accurate.  Church buildings are places churches, the people of God, meet to worship God.   

 

A church’s building cannot weep with those who weep, nor rejoice with those who rejoice.  It cannot 

evangelize.  It cannot join two people in marriage, hold the hand of someone in pain, or comfort a 

grieving family experiencing loss.  It cannot develop relationships which shed the love of Jesus abroad.  

Church buildings are merely tools in the hands of God’s people to be used for the development and 

expansion of our Redeemer’s Kingdom.  Our buildings are not monuments to our ministries or our past, 

nor should they be designed to cater only to ourselves.  They are built to serve and glorify God in the 

present and to prepare the way for expansion of the Kingdom in the future.  We are stewards of our 

buildings insofar as they are resources for God’s use and so should be maintained and used effectively; 

but far more importantly, we are stewards of God’s love and truth and His desire to effectively reach 

the community in which He has planted us.  Few people today would pick up their great grandfather’s 

handsaw to cut down a good-sized oak tree, no matter how much affection they have for great 

grandpa’s memory.  While admittedly, the gas-powered chain saw in the garage does not have the 

same romantic nostalgia associated with it, it is far more effective for the task at hand than that antique 

saw would be.  Truth be told, if great grandpa were alive today and had to tackle toppling a healthy 

oak, he would almost certainly want to borrow your chainsaw! 

 

When churches become caretakers of their buildings rather than nurturers of the vision God has given 

them for reaching other people, they die.  We honor Richland’s past, and we are profoundly grateful for 

God’s faithfulness in our partnership with Him over the past 132 years.  To be able to continue to 

minister effectively in our community for many years to come, and to position this ministry to expand in 

the future to bring more and more people into the Kingdom and to train them effectively as disciples of 

Jesus Christ, it is believed expansion of our church plant is strategically important.   

 

Richland has been a constant witness for Christ since it was established in 1889.  Much has changed 

over time.  This church family has risen to meet challenges in the past and has constructed new 

buildings in order to help us to accomplish our mission.  Without the vision to complete the major 

addition of the Education Wing in 1993, we would have no Richland Baptist Preschool today to serve 



the needs of families in our community with young children.  While our current Sanctuary (completed 

in 1954) has served us well for almost seven decades, the unvarnished truth is that it is dated, even 

with the attractive interior renovation conducted in 2004.  The overall appearance of our church 

building still speaks “traditional” Baptist in a culture which more and more (for better or worse) is 

turning away from “traditional”—and denominational labels—as it looks for relevant, lively truth.  This 

is particularly true among younger people today, who are assailed with a raucous cacophony of 

competing claims to “truth.”  These young people are the new generations we must reach if we hope to 

“make disciples” much longer in obedience to our Lord’s command to do so.   

 

This church has so much to offer, but many will never come through the front door because of the 

“signals” our architecture is sending.  The construction of a new worship space which avoids the long 

and narrow style of the past and offers more room for creative expressions of worship, greater seating 

capacity, and greater flexibility, will be a major asset.  In addition to a new worship space, the vision is 

to refurbish the old Sanctuary into an inviting “Welcome Center” which will offer a warm and inviting 

gathering place to chat and fellowship by the fire or to conduct a video study while having a cup of 

coffee and a doughnut or muffin.  Such a relaxed atmosphere will open new possibilities for inviting our 

community in and the development of new friendships.  The terrible irony is that in our hyper-

connected world of out-of-control social media, people are extremely lonely and longing for real, 

authentic relationships with others and with God.  We believe our Welcome Center will help to 

facilitate genuine connections in Christ. 
 

 



THE PLAN 
 

SOME EXPLANATIONS 
 
The basic plan for expansion of our physical plant is shared below.  Many years of speaking about and 

planning for expansion have gone into the development of this plan.  There have been many 

adjustments along the way.  The version shown below was developed in 2017 with many factors taken 

into consideration.  While it is still possible to tweak the plan (expand the seating a bit, add a lower 

floor, etc.), there is no room to make larger changes because our site is so small.  The renderings by the 

architect and the floor plan will speak for themselves in many ways.  Some notes and explanations are 

below. 

• The site indicated is the only space we have available to build on here on this corner of 

Warrenton Road and Richland Road 

o It is MUCH cheaper to remain on this corner than to attempt to build across 

Richland Road (we own that corner also, which could be used for overflow parking) 

• Being on well and septic places severe limitations on what we can do 

o As long as we stay with seating for less than 300, we will not be required to 

“sprinkler” the building (the plan as shown is for 251 seats) 

▪ Sprinklering would add significant cost even if we were on “city” water, but 

we are not.  In our situation the costs would be much higher.  A massive 

water storage tank would be required (we don’t have any place to put this) 

• While we are making changes, Stafford County will require us to change the parking on 

Richland Road to the configuration shown (so cars are no longer backing out into the road) 

o The Richland Road entrance will be reconfigured to make it more easily accessible 

for those in wheelchairs 

• In locating the new Sanctuary, we needed to avoid a buried fuel oil tank on one side and 

our well on the other 

• We did not have enough room in the Welcome Center to locate “Kids Worship!” there and 

have gathering space for adults, so our plan is to develop the Kids Zone 

o Parents will be able to check-in and check-out their children for “Kids Worship!” 

here (the children will be taken to the “Kids Worship!” area during the Worship) 

• A new baptistry will be located on the left angled wall of the Sanctuary 

o There will be changing rooms behind the baptistry 

o There will be some storage space next to the platform  

• Projection lighting or a video wall will be used on the center wall behind the platform of the 

Sanctuary to help us to keep the appearance of the Sanctuary from becoming “dated.” 



• All stained-glass windows will be preserved (some will be back-lighted); one small one will 

be moved to a different location; we plan to relocate the baptistry stained glass window to 

a new baptistry in the new Sanctuary 

• While there are still many “moving parts” and actual costs will become clearer as we move 

forward, the initial estimate from the Building God’s Way architect is a cost of $1.9 million. 

o There are costs indicated in the projection we already know we can reduce (cost for 

“sprinklering” the building, for example—not necessary due to an exemption 

granted by Virginia as long as we stay below seating for 300 people—the architect 

was not aware of this exemption) 

o There are other costs, like site work, which were not included in the estimate 

• Between our Expansion Fund and money available in the General Fund, Richland currently 

has over half of this on hand for this building project 

o We anticipate entering into some indebtedness (we have no church debt now) in 

order to finance this project 

o With the expectation church members will continue to give generously, and with 

God shepherding this project, we are confident in God’s ability make a way 
 

PROPOSED NEW FOOTPRINT OF RICHLAND’S MEETINGHOUSE 

 
 



CONCEPTUAL DRAWINGS OF EXTERIOR WITH A NEW CHURCH SANCTUARY 
 

 
 

 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 



CONCEPTUAL DRAWINGS OF NEW WELCOME CENTER IN THE OLD SANCTUARY 
 

 
 

 



CONCEPTUAL DRAWING OF INTERIOR OF A NEW SANCTUARY 
 

 
 

NEW FLOOR PLAN 
 

 



FIRST SUNDAY: 
WEEK ONE 
 
October 24—30 
 

 

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives to all men generously and without reproaching, and it will be 

given him….  Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year 

there and trade and get gain”; whereas you do not know about tomorrow.  What is your life?  For you are a mist that 

appears for a little time and then vanishes.  Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and we shall do 

this or that.”  As it is, you boast in your arrogance.  All such boasting is evil.  Whoever knows what is right to do and 

fails to do it, for him it is sin. 

James 1:5; 4:13-17 
 

Please carefully read the opening portion of this Prayer Guide, understanding the Vision and the Plan.   
 
Our focus for this week is, “LET HIM ASK GOD…”  As you pray this week, focus on asking God for his 
wisdom regarding whether we should pursue building in the coming year.  
 
If able, be intentional about spending time praying in our church’s new Prayer Room.  You can pray by 
yourself or with others.  Perhaps you will want to plan a time to pray with some friends here at church.   
 
There is a JAMES 1:5 PRAYER FOCUS notebook in the Prayer Room.  Read what others have written in that 
notebook and write on a page of that notebook anything you believe you are hearing from the Lord while 
you are in the Prayer Room. 
 
As you pray this week, please write down below (or in a separate notebook) what you believe you are 
hearing from God.  We will be sharing what we are hearing from God when we gather for the Morning 
Worship Service Sunday, November 14. 
 
Prayer: 
Dear Father, thank you for your assurance that you gladly and generously give wisdom to all who ask you 
for it.  Please grant us wisdom concerning whether we should pursue this vision for expansion.  Forgive us 
for the times we have moved forward with our own plans without consulting you.  We refuse now to 
arrogantly boast about what we will do.  We know even the best laid plans of men and women will not 
succeed if they disagree with your plans.  We honor you now in this “JAMES 1:5 PRAYER FOCUS” as we 
approach you and ask for wisdom BEFORE moving forward.  Lord, we have done our homework in 
preparation, but we will not pursue these plans unless you speak to your people confirming this is the 
direction you want us to pursue.  We thank you in advance for granting wisdom to your children, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   



 
Notes on What I am Hearing from God in Week One: 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECOND SUNDAY: 

WEEK TWO 

 
October 31—November 6 

 
 

Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; 
this is my body.”  And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you; 
for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  I tell you I shall not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”   
 

And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.  Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall 
away because of me this night; for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’  
But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.”  And Peter declared to him, “Though they all fall away 
because of you, I will never fall away.”  Jesus said to him, “Truly, I say to you, this very night, before the cock crows, 
you will deny me three times.”  Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you.”  And so said all the 
disciples. 
 

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here, while I go yonder and 
pray.”  And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled.  Then he said 
to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.”  And going a little farther he fell 
on his face and prayed, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you 
will.”  And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me 
one hour?  Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  
Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be 
done.”  And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy.  So, leaving them again, he went 
away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words.   

     Matthew 26:26-44 
 

Jesus always desired to be in agreement with the Father in all that he did.  He was deliberate about 
spending time with the Father in prayer because he understood this was necessary if he were to 
understand what the Father’s will was in every circumstance.  One day, just after Jesus had been praying in 
a certain place, one of the disciples approached him, speaking for the group:  “Lord, teach us to pray, as 
John taught his disciples.” (Luke 11:1).  It is easy to miss the significance of this.  We must keep in mind 
these Jewish men would certainly have been no strangers to the idea and practice of prayer.  As observant 
Jews they would have prayed multiple times every day, reciting traditional prayers as appropriate to the 
time or the activity at hand.  As a faithful and observant Jew himself, Jesus would have recited throughout 
the day the same traditional prayers the disciples prayed.  So, why would Jesus’ disciples ask him to teach 
them to pray? 
 
First, let us give the disciples of Jesus their due.  We could all probably benefit from being as mindful to 
pray throughout the day as the disciples of Jesus were.  Their practice of acknowledging and glorifying God 
in all the experiences and routines of life was admirable in many ways.  Unfortunately, it is so very easy to 



allow such habitual prayers to become little more than dutiful, perfunctory nods in God’s direction.  Our 
prayer life then becomes lackluster (if not non-existent), and our relationship with God, lifeless.  The 
disciples of Jesus had witnessed the superlative quality of Jesus’ life.  Understandably, they wanted the 
same joy, power, and authority he carried.  Did they ask Jesus for joy?  Did they ask him for power?  Did 
they ask him for authority?  No, these men who were already so familiar with prayer asked Jesus to teach 
them to pray!  They had concluded the abundance of life they witnessed in Jesus must be coming from his 
exceptional intimacy with the Father in prayer, so they asked them to teach them to pray the same way he 
prayed!  
 
In what we now often call The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13), Jesus gave an example of how he 
approached the Father in prayer, saying, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.”  As Jesus approached the horror of death on a cross—the innocent Lamb of God giving his own 
life for the guilty—Jesus cried out to the Father, seeking a way other than the cup of suffering if that were 
at all possible.  Even here, though his flesh sought another path, Jesus wanted to make sure his own will 
was submitted to the will of the Father.  He prayed intentionally and passionately three times, seeking 
clarity.  Jesus was intentionally and fully yielded:  “And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, 
‘My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.’” 
(Matthew 26:39).  While there are often many possible ways to go about things, there is ultimately only 
one right way; and that is the way of agreement with God. 
 
Some people struggle with the idea of God’s “will,” making it some heavy and overwhelming theological 
concept which paralyzes them.  Do not overcomplicate this!  Try substituting the word “desire” for “will” 
and see if that helps you:  “Lord, what is your DESIRE regarding these expansion plans?” 
 
The information below on George Mueller’s walk of faith is taken from the course, Experiencing God by 

Henry Blackaby: 

George Mueller was a pastor in England during the nineteenth century.  He was concerned that 

God’s people had become very discouraged.  They no longer looked for God to do anything 

unusual.  They no longer trusted God to answer prayers.  They had so little faith. 

God began to lead George to pray.  George’s prayers were for God to lead him to a work that 

could only be explained by the people as an act of God.  George wanted the people to learn that 

their God was a faithful, prayer-answering God.  He came upon the verse in Psalm 81:10 that you 

read in yesterday’s lesson—“Open wide your mouth and I will fill it.”  God began to lead him in a 

walk of faith that became an outstanding testimony to all who hear the story. 

When George felt led of God to do some work, he prayed for resources needed and told no one of 

the need.  He wanted all to know that God had provided for the need only in answer to prayer and 

faith.  During his ministry in Bristol, George started the Scriptural Knowledge Institute for 

distribution of Scripture and for religious education.  He also began an orphanage.  By the time of 

his death, George Mueller had been used by God to build four orphan houses that cared for 2,000 

children at a time.  Over 10,000 children had been provided for through the orphanages.  He 



distributed over eight million dollars that had been given to him in answer to prayer.  When he 

died at 93, his worldly possessions were valued at $800. 

“I never remember… a period… that I ever sincerely and patiently sought to know the will 

of God by the teaching of the Holy Ghost, through the instrumentality of the Word of God, 

but I have been always directed rightly.  But if honesty of heart and uprightness before 

God were lacking, or if I did not patiently wait upon God for instruction, or if I preferred 

the counsel of my fellow men to the declarations of the Word of the living God, I made 

great mistakes.” 

Here is how [George Mueller] summed up the way he entered into a “heart” relationship with God 

and learned to discern God’s voice: 

1. I seek at the beginning to get my heart into such a state that it has no will of its own in regard to a 
given matter.  Nine-tenths of the trouble with people generally is just here.  Nine-tenths of the 
difficulties are overcome when our hearts are ready to do the knowledge of what His will is. 

2. Having done this, I do not leave the result to feeling or simple impression.  If so, I make myself 
liable to great delusions. 

3. I see the Will of the Spirit of God through, or in connection with, the Word of God.  The Spirit and 
the Word must be combined.  If I look to the Spirit alone without the Word, I lay myself open to 
great delusions also.  If the Holy Ghost guides us at all, He will do it according to the Scriptures and 
never contrary to them. 

4. Next I take into account providential circumstances.  These often plainly indicate God’s Will in 
connection with His Word and Spirit. 

5. I ask God in prayer to reveal His Will to me aright. 
6. Thus, (1) through prayer to God, (2) the study of the Word, and (3) reflection, I come to a 

deliberate judgment according to the best of my ability and knowledge, and if my mind is thus at 
peace, and continues so after two or three more petitions, I proceed accordingly. 

 
Our focus for this week is “NOT AS I WILL…”  As you pray this week, focus on submitting your own desires 
to the desires of God, particularly as it relates to our expansion plans.    
 
If able, be intentional about spending time praying in our church’s new Prayer Room.  You can pray by 
yourself or with others.  Perhaps you will want to plan a time to pray with some friends here at church.   
 
There is a JAMES 1:5 PRAYER FOCUS notebook in the Prayer Room.  Read what others have written in that 
notebook and write on a page of that notebook anything you believe you are hearing from the Lord while 
you are in the Prayer Room. 
 
As you pray this week, please write down below (or in a separate notebook) what you believe you are 
hearing from God.  We will be sharing what we are hearing from God when we gather for the Morning 
Worship Service Sunday, November 14. 
 
 



Prayer: 
Dear God, even as your holy Son, our Lord, recognized the desires of his own flesh might be opposed to 
your perfect wisdom and desires, we acknowledge we too easily can be led astray by our own 
understanding or needs.  We are often tempted to choose the easier path over the more difficult, but right, 
path.  Often, we succumb to the temptation to make things simpler or more pleasant, and in so doing, we 
miss your perfect will.  Please forgive us for these times, Lord.  Lord Jesus, thank you for choosing the 
difficult way for our sakes in agreement with the Father’s will.  Holy Spirit, help us to submit our own wills 
to the will of the Father regarding expansion.  We pray this in the mighty name of Jesus our Lord.  Amen.  
 
Notes on What I am Hearing from God in Week Two: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THIRD SUNDAY:  
WEEK THREE 
 
November 7-13 

 
 

Now great multitudes accompanied him; and he turned and said to them, “If any one comes to me and does not hate 
his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my 
disciple.  Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me, cannot be my disciple.  For which of you, desiring 
to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it?  Otherwise, when 
he has laid a foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, saying, ‘This man began to build, 
and was not able to finish.’  Or what king, going to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and take 
counsel whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand?  And if not, 
while the other is yet a great way off, he sends an embassy and asks terms of peace.  So therefore, whoever of you 
does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.  

Luke 14:25-33  
 

And Gad came that day to David, and said to him, “Go up, rear an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of Araunah 
the Jebusite.”  So David went up at Gad’s word, as the LORD commanded.  And when Araunah looked down, he saw 
the king and his servants coming on toward him; and Araunah went forth, and did obeisance to the king with his face 
to the ground.  And Araunah said, “Why has my lord the king come to his servant?”  David said, “To buy the threshing 
floor of you, in order to build an altar to the LORD, that the plague may be averted from the people.”  Then Araunah 
said to David, “Let my lord the king take and offer up what seems good to him; here are the oxen for the burnt 
offering, and the threshing sledges and the yokes of the oxen for the wood.  All this, O king, Araunah gives to the 
king.”  And Araunah said to the king, “The LORD your God accept you.”  But the king said to Araunah, “No, but I will 
buy it of you for a price; I will not offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God which cost me nothing.”  So David bought 
the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver.  And David built there an altar to the LORD, and offered 
burnt offerings and peace offerings.  So the LORD heeded supplications for the land, and the plague was averted from 
Israel. 

2 Samuel 24:18-25 
 

 

We do a great disservice to the Lord and to others when we tell people being a disciple of Jesus is not 
costly.  Jesus never said that!  He consistently said the opposite.  Those who claim the name of Jesus must 
be ready and willing to give up everything if necessary for his name’s sake and for the sake of the 
advancement of his Kingdom.  If we can shake ourselves out of the resigned numbness of just thinking the 
pitifully low level of commitment so many “Christians” have is “just the way it is,” we realize it is absolutely 
and shockingly appalling how many “Christians” are not willing to inconvenience themselves for the One 
who suffered and died on a cross for them!  For these “Christians” the world still revolves around 
themselves, which is idolatry of the worst sort.  Slapping the label, “Christian,” on oneself is not at all the 
same as being a “disciple” of Jesus.  Look how similar the words “disciple” and “discipline” are.  A disciple 



of Jesus lives a life which is disciplined in the service of Christ.  It requires intentionality and sacrifice.  
Disciples are not spectators; they have skin in the game. 

When I was a very young child, my mother would give me change to put into the offering plate at the 
church service.  She was teaching me the discipline of giving to God.  For that I am grateful.  Since young 
children can easily lose things, my mother would hand me the change just before the offering plates were 
passed.  I would fleetingly hold the money and then drop it into the plate when it came by.  At first, I was 
thrilled with this arrangement.  As I grew older and began to understand more, it began to bother me that 
what I was “offering” was not my own.  There was no discipline or sacrifice involved on my part.  I did not 
even get to experience the genuine satisfaction of expressing love to God by willingly giving something to 
him which was mine.  I was literally giving to God an offering “which cost me nothing,” and it was empty.   

Araunah offered King David everything he needed to give his offerings to God.  David refused Araunah’s 
generous offer.  We know David was a great king and a flawed man.  God had recognized in the young 
shepherd boy a heart which wanted to honor God.  That never changed.  We see David’s greatness and 
love for God as he responds to Araunah’s offer with these words:  “No, but I will buy it of you for a price; I 
will not offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God which cost me nothing.”  David, like all who truly love 
God, recognized an offering to God which costs us nothing is an empty mockery.      

     

Our focus for this week is “COUNT THE COST…”  As you pray this week, focus on counting the cost of 
pursuing expansion.  Are you willing to expend the time, energy, and money to accomplish what God may 
be calling us to do?  Do you believe we, as a church, are willing to pay the price of cooperating with God in 
a project like this as we invest in the future?  What are you personally willing to do to help to make 
completing our expansion a reality?  Petition the Father to supply every need should he direct us to pursue 
expansion.  
 
If able, be intentional about spending time praying in our church’s new Prayer Room.  You can pray by 
yourself or with others.  Perhaps you will want to plan a time to pray with some friends here at church.   
 
There is a JAMES 1:5 PRAYER FOCUS notebook in the Prayer Room.  Read what others have written in that 
notebook and write on a page of that notebook anything you believe you are hearing from the Lord while 
you are in the Prayer Room. 
 
This week also read the material in the prayer guide devoted to the FOURTH SUNDAY of our Prayer 
Focus. 
 
As you pray this week, please write down below (or in a separate notebook) what you believe you are 
hearing from God.  We will be sharing what we are hearing from God when we gather for the Morning 
Worship Service this coming Sunday, November 14.   
 
 
 
 



Prayer 
Lord Jesus, you told your disciples we must be willing to take up our crosses in order to follow you.  We 
understand counting the cost and being willing to pay it is part of being a disciple.  Thank you for giving all 
for us.  We cannot fully understand what it cost you to go to the cross in our stead, and we know we cannot 
possibly repay you.  Forgive us for those times we act as if following you costs us nothing.  Help us to count 
the cost this week as we consider the plans for expansion.  Help us to be willing to bear whatever cost is 
necessary to cooperate with you in your plans.  Amen. 
 
Notes on What I am Hearing from God in Week Three: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FOURTH SUNDAY:  HEARING  
WISDOM FROM GOD 

 
Sunday, November 14 

 
 

 
And the LORD called Samuel again the third time.  And he arose and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called 
me.”  Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy.  Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls 
you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant hears.’”  So Samuel went and lay down in his place.  And the LORD 
came and stood forth, calling as at other times, “Samuel!  Samuel!”  And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant hears.”  
Then the LORD said to Samuel, “Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel, at which the two ears of every one that 
hears it will tingle.  On that day I will fulfil against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to 
end….”  ….Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD.  And Samuel was afraid to 
tell the vision to Eli.  But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.”  And he said, “Here I am.”  And Eli said, “What 
was it that he told you?  Do not hide it from me.  May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me 
of all that he told  you.”  So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him.  And he said, “It is the LORD; let 
him do what seems good to him”  

1 Samuel 3:8-12; 15-19 

 

Today, the congregation comes together to worship God and to share what God has been saying to His 
people in response to our plea for wisdom regarding expansion plans.   
 
If you have time, it may be helpful to read all of 1 Samuel 3 to understand how young Samuel, who was 
being raised by the elderly priest Eli, learned to hear from God.  The natural sons of Eli had turned out to 
be a disgrace; blasphemers of God and abusers of God’s people.  Eli lacked the fortitude to restrain and 
correct them.  As a result, God would harshly judge Eli and his family.  Nevertheless, God, in his amazing 
and often surprising wisdom, entrusted the raising of Samuel, one of the greatest and most influential men 
in the Old Testament, to this elderly priest who had failed with his own sons.  Perhaps because he was 
sensitive to his own failure, Eli was able to help Samuel as a young child to be exquisitely sensitive to the 
voice of God.  When Samuel did not understand the LORD was speaking to him, Eli encouraged him to 
listen carefully and to respond immediately, saying, “Speak, LORD, for your servant hears.”  When Samuel 
did what Eli instructed him to do, he heard God speak in the quiet of the night.  God disclosed to Samuel 
what he intended to do regarding judgment against Eli’s house.  The next morning, Eli sensed Samuel had 
heard from God, and that Samuel was reluctant to share with him what he had heard.  Surely, Eli 
suspected what Samuel had to share would not be what he would naturally want to hear, but to his credit, 
Eli insisted Samuel be faithful in relating accurately what God had told him.  After young Samuel spoke, 
revealing the coming destruction of Eli’s family’s priestly line, Eli gave an incredibly God-honoring 
response:  “It is the LORD; let him do what seems good to him.” (1 Samuel 3:18). 
 



As the church prepares to hear what the Lord has said to his servants through our prayer focus, we desire 
to hear accurately.  We invite the Lord to speak to us in our Worship Service, imparting his wisdom.    
 
Prayer: 
Holy Spirit, please speak to your people, the servants of God!  Help us to hear your voice clearly!  If we hear 
from you, Lord, we shall be satisfied, even if what you say is not what we may have desired in our own 
wisdom.  We began this JAMES 1:5 PRAYER FOCUS by asking for wisdom.  Father God, Like Eli, we agree 
you should do whatever seems good to you.  Speak, Lord, for your servant hears.  Amen. 
 
Notes on What I Heard and Want to Share with the Congregation: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes on What Others Said They Heard: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special thanks to our Administrator, Phebe Kopp, for all her work in helping to format this Prayer Guide! 


